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Research Your Swedish Heritage in Living Color Using 
ArkivDigital 

 

Introduction  
ArkivDigital (http://www.arkivdigital.net) provides access to newly photographed images of Swedish 
historical records including the Swedish Church Books, estate inventories, tax registers, military 
records, prison records, passenger ship manifests and many other types of records. As of January 
2014, the online archive includes nearly 46 million images and approximately 600,000 new images 
are added monthly. ArkivDigital’s goal is to add as many records as possible that are of interest to the 
Swedish genealogist and historian.  

Record Types 

Swedish Church Books 
The Swedish church books are usually the first Swedish records that one uses when tracing one’s 
Swedish roots. These records are a “gold mine” because they are so complete and contain much 
detailed information about each individual. In many cases, one can trace a person’s life in the church 
books from birth to death or birth to emigration. The Swedish Church Books include the following 
record types: 
 

1. Birth and Christening (födelse- och dopbok) 
2. Banns and Marriage (lysnings- och vigselbok) 
3. Death and Burial (död- och begravningsbok) 
4. Moving in and out (In- och utflyttningslängd) 
5. Household and congregation (husförshörslängd och församlingsbok) 
6. Church accounts 

Estate Inventories (Bouppteckningar) 
The estate inventories (bouppteckningar) provide an inventory of a deceased person’s debts and 
assets. It also contains valuable genealogical information providing the death date of place of the 
deceased and surviving heirs. 

Military Records 

The military records include muster rolls and seaman house registers. 

Tax registers (Mantalslängd) 

Tax registers or population registers were kept since the middle of the seventeenth century. These 
records only include taxpayers but they can be helpful in cases where the church records have been 
destroyed. 

 

http://www.arkivdigital.net/


www.arkivdigital.net 

Kathy Meade 
Kathy.meade@arkivdigital.com 

2

 

Name Registers (Släktnamnsregister) 
Indexed name registers exist for persons with non-patronymic names up to 1800 for the following 
areas: 

1. Dalsland (birth, death and household examination books) 
2. Göteborgs and Bohus county (birth, marriage and death books) 
3. Skaraborg (birth, marriage, death, household examination and moving books) 
4. Värmland (birth, marriage, death, household examination and moving books) 
5. Västgötadelan of Älvsborg (birth, marriage, death, household examination and moving books) 

Ship Passenger Manifests 

You will find passenger lists for persons departing from the ports of Göteborg, Malmö and 
Stockholm. These can be found in the police archives.  

Other Historical Records 
You will find many additional types of records such as court records, prison rolls, school records, 
hospital records, published genealogies and many other types of records in the online archive. You 
can find the various types by searching in archive types in ArkivDigital Online. 

Public Website – http://www.arkivdigital.net 
On the public website, you will find information about ArkivDigital’s products and services, 
information on how to download and install the software (ArkivDigital Online) that enables you to 
search and browse in the online archive. You can download the software for no charge and access the 
content for two parishes; Älvsbacka parish in Värmland County and Röke parish in Kristianstad 
County for no charge. To view the entire archive, you will need to purchase a subscription. On the 
website, you will find the various subscription options. Most Family History Libraries provide access 
to ArkivDigital Online.  
 
When you click on the link for “Swedish Genealogy” on the home page, you will find articles about 
the church books, estate inventories as well as examples of the various church record types including 
transcriptions and translations. 

Case Study 

Often one will be given a family tree with names, dates and places but no documentation. Today, we 
will look at birth, household examination, marriage, death, estate inventory and name registers for the 
following person: Jan Hindrik Wieveg. We want to verify the following information: 

 

EVENT DATE PLACE 

Birth 26 July 1812 Älvsbacka, Värmland

Marriage 30 Dec 1838 Älvsbacka, Värmland

Death 2 April 1847 Älvsbacka, Värmland

http://www.arkivdigital.net/
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Search for birth record 
1. Access ArkivDigital Online. 
2. Search for the parish, Älvsbacka. 

a. You can enter, Älvsbacka, in the search box and click search, 
b. Or you can click Advanced Options and search by county, Värmland.  

3. If you click by county, Värmland, all the parishes and archives that are available for 
Värmland appear in the left side of the search box. 

4. Scroll down and click on Älvsbacka. (Remember, Älvsbacka is near the end of the alphabet).  
5. When you click on the selected parish, the info box will be filled in giving information about 

this particular parish such as härad (district) and other information. 
6. In the right side of the search box, all the books that are available will appear for that parish. 
7. Look for the birth and christening volumes. 
8. Look for the book that contains births for year 1812. 

a. Birth and christenings records 1788-1829 
9. Double click on the volume. The book will open. 
10. Look in the first few pages to see if the book has a table of contents.  
11. If no table of contents, look for births in year 1812. The birth books are organized in 

chronological order.  
12. You will find Jan’s birth record on page 171. 
13. In this birth record, you see the following information: 

a. Birth date – 26 July 1812 
b. Child’s Name – Jan Hindrik 
c. Parents’ Names – Hindrik Vieveg and Sara Brita Kohler 
d. Residence in Parish – Plåthammaren – Important to note down because you will 

need this information to find the family in the household examination books. 
e. Baptismal witnesses – Gottlieb Vieveg, Brita Jonsdotter, Jan Vieveg and Anna Lena 

Elg 

Search for Household Examination record 
The household examination records include information about everyone living in the household such 
as birth information, name of the farm or village, movements within and out of Sweden. These books 
were updated annually and if one is lucky, one can trace an individual from birth to death or birth to 
emigration using these records. 

1. Go back to the Älvsbacka archive. 
2. Search for household records and search for one that includes the year 1812. 
3. Double click on the household record volume AI: 5 (1811-1816). 
4. Open the book by double clicking on the volume entry. 
5. The household examination books are organized by place. You will need to locate, 

Plåthammaren, in the book. Most books have an ortregister (place register) in the front of the 
book. Look for the place register. 

6. The place register is located at image 4. 
7. In the place register, you will see that the entries for Plåthammaren begin on page 5. 
8. Go to page 5. 
9. You will find the family on page 6. 
10. There you will find Jan with his parents and three siblings with their birth information. 
11. You can continue to trace Jan’s whereabouts forward in the household examination books. 
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Search for Marriage Record 
1. Go back to the Älvsbacka archive. 
2. Search for Banns and Marriage Records that include the year 1838. 
3. Open Älvsbacka EI: 3 Banns and Marriage 1834-1860 by double clicking the entry. 
4. The marriage books are organized in chronological order. 
5. Search for the marriage for the year 1838. 
6. You will find the marriage record on Image 10. 
7. You will find the following information: 

a. Two dates for the banns – September 30th and October 3rd. – Usually the banns are 
announced on three dates 

b. Bridal couple names  
c. Residence of bridal couple 
d. Ages of bridal couple 
e. Marriage date 

 Search for Death Record 
1. Go back to the Älvsbacka archive. 
2. Search for Deaths and Burial Records that include the year 1847. 
3. Open Älvsbacka EI: 3 Deaths and Burial 1834-1860 by double clicking the entry. 

a. Notice that these records are included in the marriage books. 
4. Search for the section of the book that contains deaths and then look for year 1847. 
5. You will find the record on page 97. 
6. You will find the following information: 

a. Death date 
b. Burial date 
c. Deceased’s name and residence 
d. Cause of death  
e. Age of deceased 

 
Search for Estate Inventory 
There was a requirement that an inventory of the deceased’s estate be performed within three months 
of the death date. The inventory includes information about the deceased such as date and place of 
death, heirs to the estate and an inventory list. Within ArkivDigital, the estate inventory archive is 
included in the parish archive. The estate inventories were filed with the district court or härad for 
rural parishes. In this case, the härad is Nyed. 
 

1. Go back to the Älvsbacka archive. 
2. Search for estate inventories. 
3. Double click on estate inventories and the Nyeds häradsrätt archive will open. 
4. Look for estate inventory registers (name indexes to the inventories). 
5. Open book and search for Jan Hinrik Vieweg and you will find on page 293 that says you can 

locate the estate inventory in volume for year 1847 on page 639. 
6. Go back to the Nyeds häradsrätt archive. 
7. Open the estate inventory volume 1845-1847 and go to page 639. 
8. You will find the estate inventory for Jan Hindrik Vieweg. 
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Name Registers 
There is a name index for non-patronymic names of persons for the household examination records 
prior to 1800 for the county of Värmland. Wieveg sometimes Vieveg is a non-patronymic name and 
we know from looking at the household examination book, Jan’s father, Henrik Vieveg was born in 
1773. Let us see if we can find him in the household examination books prior to 1800 using the name 
register. 
 

1. On the left side, search in the county of Värmland for Släktnamnsregister Värmland 
2. Click on Släktnamnsregister Värmland 
3. The archive will open on the right side  
4. Look for the husförhörslängder (Household examination) index that includes the letters V or 

W 
5. Double click on Släktsnamnsregister SIReg:9 register and open the register. You will notice 

in the info box above the description that states indexes for names between T and Ö are in this 
book. 

6. Open the book and look for names beginning with V or W. Remember these letters are often 
interchanged.  Search for Henrik Vieveg or Wieveg born in 1773. 

7. On page 1918, you will find him noted that you can find him in the volume A1:2 page 89 
8. Go back to the archive for Älvsbacka and open the archive 
9. Search for volume A1:2 
10. Double click on the volume and go to page 89 and there you will see him with his wife and 

first daughter. 
 
Transcription Sites 
 

1. Demographic Database of Southern Sweden 
a. Transcriptions of births, marriages and deaths for many parishes in Malmöhus, 

Kristianstad and Blekinge counties 
b. http://www.ddss.nu/(S(camxcn45l5h3g03nnea4tabd))/swedish/default.aspx 

 
2.  Släktdata.org 

a. Transcriptions of births, marriages and deaths in various parishes  
b. http://www.slaktdata.org/ 

i. Click on registerlista 
ii. Click on the appropriate letter for your parish (församling) 
iii. Determine if your parish is in list 
iv. For more information in English on how to use the site go to: 
v. http://arkivdigital.net/swedish-genealogy#arkivdigital-and-slaktdata 

 

http://www.ddss.nu/(S(camxcn45l5h3g03nnea4tabd))/swedish/default.aspx
http://www.slaktdata.org/
http://arkivdigital.net/swedish-genealogy#arkivdigital-and-slaktdata

