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  WHERE DO YOU START? 

There is no easy way to begin your search through military records for your genealogy project. The path 

you take with your research will depend greatly on the branch of the military in which the veteran 

served as well as the dates of service and the conflict at the time. Also important is whether they served 

in a volunteer unit or regular service as well as whether they served as enlisted personnel or as an 

officer. It will also make a difference if a pension application was filed. 

The ideal place to begin your military record research is on the Internet. You will find a lot of valuable 

resources online that provide military records. The more information you have such as name, date of 

birth or social security number, the better luck you will have with your search on the Internet for your 
ancestors' military records. 

This following is a good way to start your search if you are just beginning this endeavor. It gives general 

information that may help you. Often we forget such simple sources as obituaries and local newspapers; 

we think only of official lists and documents.  Before you get to those, you might want to see if they list 
general statements that may lead you to the right place.    

http://genealogy.about.com/od/military_records/a/us_ancestors.htm 

 

Following are several sites that I have found useful.  Some are very specific, others are general indexes 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/index.html 

Records are accessioned into the National Archives, and become archival, 62 years after the service member's 

separation from the military. This is a rolling date; hence, the current year, 2012, minus 62 years is 1950.     This is a 

rolling date; hence, the current year, 2012, minus 62 years is 1950.  Records before WWI  are in Washington D.C.  

The above link is for the St. Louis office of the National Archives.  Please note info below: 

The 1973 Fire at the National Personnel Records Center damaged or destroyed 16-18 million Army and Air 

Force records that documented the service history of former military personnel discharged from 1912-1964. 

Although the information in many of these primary source records was either badly damaged or completely 

destroyed, often alternate record sources can be used to reconstruct the service of the veterans impacted by 

the fire. Sometimes we are able to reconstruct the service promptly using alternate records that are in our 

holdings, but other times we must request information from other external agencies for use in records 

reconstruction. In some instances, therefore, requests that involve reconstruction efforts may take several 

weeks to a month to complete 

There are dozens of websites that give indexes as well as complete information on military personnel as 

far back as the American Revolution.  Some of these are free, some require payments or subscription.  

In addition to the many sites for personnel information, there are numerous sites that give background, 

detailed descriptions of battles taken from journals and military records and general information about 

the conflict you are researching.   

http://genealogy.about.com/od/military_records/a/us_ancestors.htm
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html


To start your research you may want to look at some of the very general sites. Once you obtain some basic 

information about your ancestor, you may search more specific websites.  In addition to using these sites, you can 

simply google “War of 1812”, or Civil War, and you will find numerous places where specific information regarding 

that conflict can be found. 

https://www.familysearch.org/s/collection/list#page=1&recordType=Military     FREE 

http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/            FREE 

http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/archival-programs/military-personnel-archival/index.html   FREE 

http://www.archives.gov/research/military/genealogy.html       How to use military records in genealogy research. 

http://armyrecordsonline.com/         FREE 

http://genealogyud.wordpress.com/category/military-records/ University of Delaware  Genealogy  FREE 

 http://aad.archives.gov/aad/series-list.jsp?cat=GP23     many wars,  lists names, ranks, home state etc.  

The following is a list from a website showing free and subscriptions sites. (Some may be duplicate of info here) 

 AccessGenealogy.com 

Military Records by War  

 Confederate Parole Records Index 

At the end of the siege of Vicksburg, surrender terms negotiated between General's Grant and Pemberton allowed for 
the parole of the Confederate garrison. The Union forces did not have to contend with prisoners of war. Confederate 
soldiers signed a parole notice promising not to take up arms against the United States until they were exchanged by 
the proper authorities.  

 Military Records 

Bizelli-Fleming Local History Collection  

 Military Databases For Genealogy Research 

DistantCousin.com  

 Mexican War Veterans Online Rosters  

 NARA - Research Room - Access to Military Service and Pension Records  

 Revolutionary War Letters, diaries, and orders: South Carolina  

South Carolina Historical Society  

 Sons of the American Revolution Cemetery Project 2000 - 2006 Indiana Burials  

 Maj. Micah J. Jenkins Sons of Spanish American War Veterans Camp #164  

This is devoted to honouring the soldiers who served the United States during the Spanish-American War.  

 The United Stats Civil War Center Cemetery Listings  

 USGW Archives Pensions Project 
Rootsweb  

 Valley Forge Muster Rolls Project  

 Women of the Revolution 

ColonialAncestors.com  

 MESSAGE BOARDS        

 Military Message Board  
Ancestry.com  

 Civil War Message Board  
Ancestry.com  

   

https://www.familysearch.org/s/collection/list#page=1&recordType=Military
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/archival-programs/military-personnel-archival/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/genealogy.html
http://armyrecordsonline.com/
http://genealogyud.wordpress.com/category/military-records/
http://aad.archives.gov/aad/series-list.jsp?cat=GP23
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/military/
http://www.nps.gov/vick/parole/csp_indx.htm
http://www.win.org/library/services/lhgen/military.htm
http://distantcousin.com/Military/
http://www.dmwv.org/mwvets/rosters2.htm
http://archiveseleanor.nara.gov/research_room/obtain_copies/veterans_service_records.html
http://www.schistory.org/displays/RevWar/archives-online/
http://www.geocities.com/sdfranklin_1999/inssar_cem-project.html
http://www.geocities.com/sonsofspanamwar/
http://www.cwc.lsu.edu/cwc/projects/cemindex.htm
http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/pensions/
http://www.nps.gov/vafo/mropening.htm
http://colonialancestors.com/revolutionary/women.htm
http://www.tkqlhce.com/click-1259144-10464016?url=http%3A//www.ancestry.com/rd/cjus.aspx?key=T773&cjsku=T773
http://www.jdoqocy.com/click-1259144-10464016?url=http%3A//www.ancestry.com/rd/cjus.aspx?key=T772&cjsku=T772


The following link gives details about the wars,  personnel, battles, cemeteries, medals of honor, prisoners, regiments 

etc.  It can be searched by name of the war, the soldier or sailor, the battle, etc.   

http://militaryhistory.about.com/gi/o.htm?zi=1/XJ&zTi=1&sdn=militaryhistory&cdn=education&tm=16&gps=137_4_1

024_605&f=00&tt=14&bt=0&bts=0&zu=http%3A//www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/           FREE    

http://www.fold3.com/   Subscription 

http://www.militaryindexes.com/index.html  

http://www.militaryindexes.com/warof1812/index.html         FREE 

http://ebooks.library.cornell.edu/m/moa/   Contains lists of books on all the American Wars/ is searchable by names 

One additional way to locate information is to look up the name of the state you think the ancestor lived in at the time 

of his/her military service.  Examples of some state sites are listed below. Often historical societies, Veterans 

organizations in the state and local newspapers will be a good source of information. 

http://www.pa-roots.com/pacw/cavalry/cavalrynew.html  example of state records e.g. listings of solders, etc.  

http:/ https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/12th_Regiment,_Pennsylvania_Cavalry_(113th_Volunteers) follow 

thru various links to find family member e.g. Pennsylvania in the Civil War—Penn. Volunteers in the Civil War 

/www.pacivilwar.com/regiment/113th.html  another example of state sites with various info.  

https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_Military_Records   General description of the records of 

FamilySearch.   Can be broken down by War, type of records, topics. Etc.  Good place to begin 

http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm   click on soldiers, then name (e.g. Pennsylvania 113th 

Calvary -  General description of all the battles, etc. for that unit.   OR  click on prisoners – ( e.g. Andersonville, go to 

Samuel Lord see record of his imprisonment)    

A  recent  article on About.com genealogy covers records and sources for the Revolutionary war. It can be found at  

 http://genealogy.about.com/od/revolution/a/revolutionary_2.htm  

You can see from the multiple listings that information is out there.  Some of the above sources may not be indexed, 

but with patience you can browse the appropriate pages and perhaps find that “missing link”.  I have found that I 

always check multiple sources before I give up.  On a few places I checked, I could find no record of my great great 

grandfather, Samuel Lord having served in the Civil War, yet in other places there are detailed descriptions of his 

involvement, imprisonment at Andersonville, and eventual release, as well as his wife’s application for widows 

pension.  There is no doubt he served, but according to some records, his name does not show up……….the morale of 

this story is DON’T GIVE UP.   If you have evidence, or family stories of an ancestor serving at some time, keep 

extending your search.  Many records were taken from incomplete information, journals, handwritten lists where 

names may have been misread.   BE DILIGENT.     When you find it, you’ll feel it was all worthwhile.     GOOD LUCK 
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