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  In doing some family genealogy in the northern Wisconsin area, I have come across many 
useful resources for information.  Our family settled mostly in Brown County so my work began 
there. In doing this I learned that many of the state records are now moved or duplicated at 
various sites throughout the state.  The University of Wisconsin at Madison has an excellent 
collection of genealogy resources, as do county offices throughout the state.  
  
If you are hoping to do some prep work, or can’t make a trip to Wisconsin, there are numerous 
sites on the web that have information from indexes to complete copies of records.  Some are 
free, some are “free trial” and some require subscriptions.    Many of the most well known ones 
are  
       Ancestry.com     which requires a subscription for much of their info, BUT NOT ALL.  Check 
to see if any of their FREE info can help.   The family trees section of the site is free, as are many 
indexes.  
      Archives.com is another subscription source with both indexes and original documents. 
Many of their documents are also available thru Ancestry or thru FamilyHistorySearch.  
      Familysearch.org         has probably the most original documents online, and free. This site is 
owned by the Mormon Church and covers worldwide records.  
      Rootsweb has several pages of information and references to check for Wisconsin. It’s free 
but much of the info is contributed by other “hobby genealogists”.  Often you will find records 
that relate to your family if they are among pages of info submitted by other researchers. There 
does not seem to be a lot of actual copies of records, but it is a good place to consult in the 
beginning for reference.  It can save time if you find someone else has already done research on 
your subjects or families and you can then simply verify or compare with what you have found.  
      Kindredtrails and cousinsconnect are similar sites to Rootsweb.  They are based on 
contributions from other people, as opposed to transcribed or copied documents.  
  
My experience has shown me that many of the records can be found at the county level. I was 
able to make great strides on the web, before going to Wisconsin to check things out and 
actually meet some distant cousins.  Counties collected records long before it was required by 
the state.  On county websites you will often find cemetery listings and website references 
where you can find the actual cemetery records, plot locations, marker descriptions etc. Often 
birth, death or other family information is contained in these cemetery books that have been 
put online.   The Wisconsin Historical Society has indexes that cover many records prior to the 
time the state required them.  http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/  
Wisconsin Historical Society 816 State Street, Madison, WI 53706 

  
In 1852 the state required registration of births. This was not well enforced until about 1880. 
The Historical Society has gathered records, articles, birth and death announcements, 
biographies, etc. and created a card file. That was indexed and is now on microfilm at the 
society.  Their website can tell you if your individual is included.  Then, records can be ordered 
or individuals may view the microfilms at the society or other institutions that hold those 

http://archives.com/
http://familysearch.org/
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/


microfilms.  There are over 400,000 death records from 1852 – 1907, over 1 million births from 
the same years, and about 1 million marriage records.  
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/vitalrecords/index.htm    
Department of Health Services 

1 West Wilson Street 

Madison, WI 53703 

  

After 1907 the Wisconsin Dept. of Heath maintains the state records (10/1/1907 to 1958) More 

recent records are available, proper proof, identification, etc. are required to obtain these due to 

confidentiality laws.  The Dept. will search records for you. There is a $20 charge for a single 

search. For deaths this would cover a five year period between 10/1/1907 to 1958 from single 

year books, or one search from a multi year book from 1959 to the present.  All info is available 

on their website.   

  

   

 http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wibrown/pleasanthill.htmtion is a page on cemeteries 

where it lists the name of the cemetery and then a volunteer who “manages” that section. Often 

this volunteer will go out and find information in their assigned cemetery, may photograph 

markers, will provide names and dates etc.  I found that the “manager” was actually a family 

member.  From there I eventually arranged to meet with a second cousin on the next trip to Wisc.  

  

The FindAGrave site often has actual pictures of cemetery headstones and information that has 

been transcribed and recorded for online use.   

The state of Wisconsin has a very complete list of sources, both online and repositories that can 

be visited to obtain information.   I have included at the end at least three Wisconsin sites on the 

web that are Wisconsin government sites with genealogical information.   

  

FAMILY TREES ON LINE 

The Rootsweb World Connect Project has many family trees that include Wisconsin information 

that was very useful for me.  This is free and can point you in the direction of others who are 

working on some of the same family members that appear in your family tree.   

  

Ancestry.com has the family tree tab on the opening page of their site.  It is a free service and 

can be very useful. Some of these are “public” and can be accessed immediately. Some marked 

“private” give a link to contact the owner of that tree and request information, but it is not shown 

online at the Ancestry site.   One World Tree is slowing being phased out. No new entries or 

corrections can be made.  Often information is out of date and sometimes completely incorrect.  

These are all just “starting points” to get you going in the right direction. Information should not 

be taken as true, unless substantiating documentation is provided. They often contain “oral 

family tradition” or stories passed on thru the years.  When checked out, they can be far from the 

truth!!! 

  

  

Familysearch.org has hundreds of thousands of trees that are available online. Many contain 

transcribed information (from original documents) and some contain undocumented information. 

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/vitalrecords/index.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wibrown/pleasanthill.htmtion


Be sure to check if you find family members on another site, to determine if the information is 

accurate.  

  

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wibrown/cemetery.htm  Brown County Cemeteries 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=csr&CScnty=2996   Brown County 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wibrown/pleasanthill.htm    

http://www.linkpendium.com/genealogy/USA/WI/Brown/    lists several other sources for Brown 

and nearby counties. 

http://www.kindredtrails.com/WI_Brown.html     Brown Co., Wisc. Obits (view  

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/vitalrecords/help/name.asp 

http://www.wisconsin.gov/state/core/wisconsin_counties.html 

http://search.wi.gov/cpp/query.html?qm=1&charset=iso-8859-1&ct=1161250671  genealogy 

resources – 50 pages of resources for genealogy information in the state of Wisconsin listing 500 

websites for counties, cemeteries, individual biographies 

  

The following list is from the Familysearch.org listing for Wisconsin Research Outlines.  It 

provides links to many of the sources for info.  This is an example, Using Brown County: 
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Research Outline 
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Brown County 
Home » Wisconsin Counties and Towns » Brown County 
Quick Links: 

Genealogy and History Links | Vital Records | Censuses | Cemetery & Obituary | Area History | Maps | Military | 
Family Tree Websites | Related Websites 

Established: 1818 

County Seat: Green Bay 

Parent: Michigan Territory 

Birth, Death, & Marriage Records:                                Brown County Register of Deeds  305 E. Walnut,  

305 E Walnut St                                                     305 E. Walnut, St.   

 Wisconsin State Vital Records 
Department of Health & Family Services 
Wisconsin Vital Records Services 

1 West Wilson Road, Room 158 
PO Box 309 
Madison, WI 53701 
Phone: 608-266-1371 
Fax: 608-255-2035  

 Brown County Wisconsin Vital Records  
Brown County Register of Deeds 

305 E Walnut Street 
Green Bay, WI 54305 
Phone: (920) 448-4016 

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/rg/guide/Wisconsin15.asp#minorities
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http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/rg/guide/Wisconsin21.asp#marriage_records
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http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/VitalRecords/index.htm


P.O. Box 23600                                                      Earliest Registration Dates    Births  1814 

Green Bay, WI 54301-5027                                     Deaths, 1834          Marriages   1823 

Telephone: (920) 448-4472 

 BROWN.From: Handbook of Wisconsin by S. Silas, 1855     pg. 49-50 

One of the three original counties of Wisconsin, embracing all the State North of Milwaukee and East of the 

Wisconsin River, but now one of the smallest counties in the State. A part of the Oneida reservation is in this County. 

The lower Fox River flows through this county, the largest stream of water in the State, and containing the best water 

power. This River has been made navigable the whole of its distance by the Fox River Improvement Co., and 

steamboats will run during the Summer of 1856 from Lake Winnebago to Green Bay. There is some good land still 

unoccupied in the Eastern and Southeastern part of the County. It is well watered, undulating but not hilly, and has 

but little swamp or other waste land. The timber is maple, beech, and birch, interspersed with pine, and some 

hemlock. Duck Creek, and Big Suamico flow through the County. 

Green Bay, at the month of the Fox, is one of the oldest settlements in the State, and is the centre of a heavy lumber 

trade, which has met with a stimulus in the high price which lumber has commanded during the past year, owing to 

the opening of new avenues for supplying Illinois and Wisconsin. It is supposed that more than twice the timber will 

be cut during the Winter of 1855 and '6 than at any season heretofore. Green Bay will also be the port of shipment of 

a large back country. Steamers run from this port to Buffalo. 

The Green Bay, Lake Shore and Chicago Rail Road has its northern terminus at this place. 

Genealogy and History Links 

 Brown County Citizenship Records, 1829-1984 - Brown County Citizenship and Naturalization Records 
Index 1829-1984 

 Brown County Will Books, 1850-1962 - Brown County Will Books, 1850-1962 
 One Step Genealogy by Steve Morse - One step tools to get the genealogy information you are looking 

for....Quickly! 
 USGenWeb Archives - US GenWeb Archives 
 WIGenWeb Brown County - Genealogy and History information for Brown County (FREE) 

 Cemetery and Obituary Links 

 Tombstone Photograph Pages Brown County - Brown County Wisconsin Cemetery pages with photos of 
select tombstones. 

Maps and Atlases 

 Brown County Plat Map, 1875 - Brown County Plat Map, 1875 Index 
 Related Websites 
 Newspapers in Brown County - List of county newspaper publications listed at the Library of Congress 

  

  

 

http://webapps.uwgb.edu/collections/index.php
http://webapps.uwgb.edu/collections/index.php
http://stevemorse.org/
http://usgwarchives.net/wi/brown/brown.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wibrown/
http://www.usgwarchives.net/wi/cemetery/brown.html
http://webapps.uwgb.edu/collections/index.php
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/titles/places/wisconsin/Brown/

